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SUBJECT: HOLBROOKE-SHEN DISCUSSION 


1 . DURING MAY 17 LUNCHEON WITH ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
HOLBROOKE, ROC AMBASSADOR SHEN INQUIRED SKEPTICALLY ABOUT 
EXTENT TO WHICH NORMALIZATION WOULD BE DISCUSSED DURING 
BRZEZINSKI VISIT. HOLBROOKE CHARACTERIZED VISIT IN 
STANDARD TERMS EMPHASIZING THAT USG DID NOT ANTICIPATE 
ANY MOVEMENT ON NORMALIZATION TO RESULT FROM VISIT. 

SHEN REMAINED UNCONVINCED. SHEN REACTED BITTERLY TO 
COINCIDENCE OF BRZEZINSKI'S ARRIVAL AND CCK INAUGURAL 
SAYING THAT, WHILE HE BELIEVED TIMING WAS ACCIDENTAL, 

MANY IN TAIPEI ASSUMED IT WAS INTENTIONAL. HOLBROOKE 
SAID THAT THE COINCIDENCE WAS IN FACT INADVERTENT AND 
EXPRESSED HIS REGRET. 


2. SHEN ALSO COMPLAINED THAT VICE PRESIDENT MONDALE'S 
TRIP HAD BYPASSED TAIPEI, AS WOULD BRZEZINSKI'S, AND 
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THAT NO ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL HIGHER THAN ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY WOULD VISIT TAIWAN. HOLBROOKE EXPLAINED 
SOUTHEAST ASIA FOCUS OF VICE PRESIDENT'S TRIP AND SAID 
THAT HE WAS AVAILABLE FOR CONSULTATIONS HERE OR IN TAIPEI, 
WHENEVER ROC WISHED. HE SAID US-PRC NORMALIZATION SHOULD 


BE ACCEPTED AS BEING ALSO IN TAIWAN'S INTEREST AND THAT 
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IT WOULD BE DESIRABLE AT SOME POINT TO DISCUSS HOW 
NORMALIZATION WOULD BE CARRIED OUT VIS-A-VIS TAIWAN. 
SHEN VIGOROUSLY REBUTTED WISDOM OF NORMALIZATION, 
IMPLYING THAT TALKS ON HOW TO IMPLEMENT IT WERE NOT 
POSSIBLE. 

3. HOLBROOKE DESCRIBED GROWING CRISIS OF BOAT REFUGEES 
FROM VIETNAM AND THE INCREASING PERCENTAGE OF ETHNIC 
CHINESE AMONGST REFUGEES. HE SAID THAT HE EXPECTED 
REFUGEE SITUATION TO GET WOESE BEFORE IT GETS BETTER 
AND URGED ROC TO RECONSIDER WHAT ADDITIONAL STEPS IT 
COULD TAKE, SAYING THAT USG WOULD BE IN TOUCH WITH 
ROC AGAIN ON THIS ISSUE. 

4. SHEN ASKED ABOUT USG'S DECISIONS ON ROC'S REQUEST 

TO BUY AIRCRAFT, I-HAWK AND HARPOON. HE SAID THAT USG'S 
FAILURE TO RESPOND TO ROC'S REQUESTS EVEN NOW PRIOR TO 
NORMALIZATION RAISED SERIOUS QUESTIONS IN ROC MINDS AS 
TO USG'S WILLINGNESS AND ABILITY TO CONTINUE SUPPLYING 
ARMS AFTER NORMALIZATION. HOLBROOKE RESPONDED THAT 
ROCS REQUESTS WERE NOW UNDER SERIOUS AND ACTIVE 
CONSIDERATION AT VERY HIGHEST LEVELS WITHIN US GOVERN- 
MENT. 

5. SEPTEL RESPONDS TO TAIPEI 3046. 

VANCE 
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